RE: Summons ########

To Whom It May Concern:

On Wednesday, August 12, 2009, my vehicle was towed from 653 St. John’s Place, Brooklyn, at a “T” intersection with St. Francis Place. Pictures of the location are enclosed.

The violation notice reads that I was “blocking a pedestrian ramp”, or curb cut. The car was indeed blocking the curb cut. But according to the New York City Department of Transportation, such locations are valid parking spaces. The DOT’s Web site reads, 

Effective December 2008, the New York City Traffic rules have been modified to allow parking at some "T" intersections, those without traffic signals or all-way stop signs or crosswalk markings. These locations have caused confusion in the past, as they were not clearly delineated as spaces for pedestrians or cars…

Parking is now permitted at those "T" Intersections where the adjacent (major) street is not marked with a crosswalk and not controlled by all-way stop signs or traffic signals, even if there is a curb cut at that location.

I’ve attached a copy of this Web page (which can be found at http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/prkintro.shtml). The page includes a diagram of such a traffic formation. The diagram circles cars parked in the same position as mine was, and notes that such spaces are legal. Also, the enclosed photos plainly show that my car's position meets the three criteria outlined above:

1. Parked on the major street of a T-intersection

2. Not controlled by all-way stop signs or traffic signals

3. No crosswalk marking the major street

My car was wrongfully towed. In addition to dismissing the $165 violation ticket, I should be reimbursed the $185 tow charge. A copy of my receipt from the Brooklyn Navy Yard Tow Pound is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Encl:

-NYC DOT Web page

-4 photos of violation site

-Photocopy of tow receipt

